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SUB J : ANNUAL STUDENT BROUHAHA: WIDESPREAD BUT LESS VIOLENT 

REF A. 74 TEHRAN A- 187 B. 75 TEHRAN 10865 C. TEHRAN 10912 

SUMMARY: ANNUAL STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS ON 16TH OF AZAR (DECEMBER 7) 
WERE SOMEWHAT MORE ORDERLY THIS YEAR, BUT PERHAPS MORE WIDESPREAD. 
STUDENT DISCONTENT FOCUSED ON GOI SUPPORT POLICIES, FEES AND LOANS, 

AND DORMITORY AND FOOD CONDITIONS, THOUGH SOME POLITICAL SLOGANS 
WERE IN EVIDENCE. MOST UNIVERSITIES ARE OPEN AGAIN. END SUMMARY. 

1 . FROM NUMBER OF ACADEMIC SOURCES, MISSION HAS PIECED TOGETHER 
REASONABLY COMPREHENSIVE PICTURE OF STUDENT DISTURBANCES DURING 
PRESENT YEAR CULMINATING IN TRADITIONAL DEMONSTRATIONS ON 16TH OF AZA 
R 

(FOR BACKGROUND, SEE REF A). LOCAL OBSERVERS FOR WHAT HAS BY NOW 
BECOME ANNUAL, ALMOST KNEE JERK, RITUAL (REF B) FEEL DEMONSTRATIONS 
THIS YEAR WERE MORE WIDESPREAD, LESS DIRECTLY POLITICAL THAN IN PAST, 
AND MORE INTELLIGENTLY MANAGED BY UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATORS. 

2. SEQUENCE BEGAN ABOUT FIRST WEEK IN OCTOBER WHEN REVISED GOI 
FEE AND LOAN POLICIES CUT BACK SUPPORT FOR SOME STUDENTS (REF C) 

AND NEARLY ALL UNIVERSITIES SAW STUDENT STRIKES. THESE PETERED OUT 
WITHIN FEW DAYS, BUT TEHRAN UNIVERSITY ENGINEERING FACULTY STAYED 
CLOSED, AND ARYAMEHR UNIVERSITY HAS BEEN ONLY INTERMITTENTLY OPEN 
SINCE THEN. 

3. ABOUT NOVEMBER 20, STUDENTS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY STRUCK 
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BRIEFLY IN SYMPATHY WITH IRANIAN STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS ABROAD IN 
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HOUSTON AND PARIS, AND IN PREPARATION FOR DECEMBER 7 "CELEBRATION." 
KILLING OF IRANIAN CULTURAL ATTACHE IN PARIS ABOUT THE SAME TIME 
MAY HAVE ALSO STIMULATED DISSIDENTS. STUDENT ATTENDANCE CAME BACK 
UP AT MOST PLACES, BUT ARYAMEHR WAS OFFICIALLY CLOSED DECEMBER 1, 
AND ALL MAJOR TEHRAN UNIVERSITIES WERE EMPTY IF NOT CLOSED (EXCEPT 
FOR EVENING CLASSES, WHICH PROCEEDED NORMALLY THROUGH THE ENTIRE 
PERIOD) FROM DECEMBER 4-11. COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AT 
NARMAK NEAR TEHRAN HAS REMAINED CLOSED UNTIL PRESENT. DAMAVAND, 
PRIVATE GIRLS' COLLEGE, WAS NOT OFFICIALLY CLOSED, BUT TOOK "HOLIDAY" 
DECEMBER 6 AND 7. KARAJ AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE WAS CLOSED THREE DAYS 
BEGINNING DECEMBER 6. PAHLAVI UNIVERSITY IN SHIRAZ HAD DEMONSTRATION 
DECEMBER 6 WHICH WRECKED AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE LIBRARY THERE. U.S. 
CONSUL VISITING AHVAZ DECEMBER 7 WITNESSED PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION 
AT JENDI-SHAPOUR UNIVERSITY, BUT NO CLOSURE, THOUGH MOST STUDENTS 
AND FACULTY STAYED AWAY THAT DAY. 

3. GOI APPARENTLY DECIDED TO REOPEN ALL SCHOOLS DECEMBER 1 1, 

EXCEPT COLLEGES OF ENGINEERING WHICH WILL REMAIN CLOSED FOR 
TWO ADDITIONAL WEEKS. MOTIVE FOR THIS IS TO PENALIZE ENGINEERING 
STUDENTS HALF-A-TERM S CREDIT AND FORCE THEM TO GO TO SUMMER SCHOOL 
TO CATCH UP, THUS KEEPING THEM WORKING ALL SUMMER. TEHRAN 
UNIVERSITY ENGINEERS WILL LOSE WHOLE TERM, SINCE THEY WERE ALSO 
OUT ON STRIKE FOR SIGNIFICANT TIME IN OCTOBER PERIOD. COLLEGE OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY WILL REMAIN CLOSED UNTIL END OF DECEMBER, 
THEN REOPEN WITH INTENSIVE SCREENING PROCESS FOR READMISSION. 
COLLEGE WILL RESCHEDULE FIRST AND SECOND TERMS TO PERMIT CREDIT 

TO BE EARNED FOR BOTH SEMESTERS UNDER "LOAD-AND-A-HALF" STUDY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THOSE READMITTED. ENGINEERS SPECIALLY PENALIZED 
BECAUSE, AS IS TRADITIONALLY CASE IN IRAN, THEY WERE PRINCIPAL 
LEADERS OF DEMONSTRATIONS. 

4. TEHRAN AND NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES SAW EXTENSIVE POLICE CORDON WEEK 
DECEMBER 4-11 WHICH MINIMIZED VIOLENCE AND CONTROLLED ACCESS TO 
CAMPUS. SITUATION AT NATIONAL TYPICAL OF MAJOR SCHOOLS: POLICE 
WERE PRESENT IN FORCE, BUT REMAINED OUT OF CLASSROOM BUILDING AND 
GENERALLY MORE UNOBTRUSIVE THAN IN PAST YEARS. REPORTS VARY AS TO 
HOW MUCH ACTUAL HEAD-KNOCKING TOOK PLACE, BUT ALL AGREE IT LESS 
THAN IN PAST TWO YEARS. FACULTY ESTIMATES OF STUDENT REACTION AT 
NATIONAL ALSO TYPICAL: THEY BELIEVE A FEW HARD-CORE LEADERS 
STIMULATE REST, WHO SIMPLY FOLLOW LEADER FOR REASONS VARYING 
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FROM MILD INTEREST IN POLITICS TO SPIRIT THAT PROVOKES PANTY RAIDS 
IN OTHER COUNTRIES. GENERAL FEELING AMONG TEHRAN AND NATIONAL 
FACULTIES IS THAT EVEN HARD-CORE DISSIDENTS INCREASINGLY 
PREPARED TO PLAY BY ROUGH SET OF "RULES." SOURCES ALSO UNDERLINE 
FACT THAT EVEN WHERE UNIVERSITIES WERE TECHNICALLY "CLOSED" BY 
EITHER STUDENTS OR FACULTY, SOME CLASSES HELD, AND STUDENTS BY NO 
MEANS MON OLITHIC ALL Y SUPPORTED DISSIDENTS. AVERAGE ABSENCE ON 
DECEMBER 6 OR 7 ESTIMATED AT 70 TO SO PERCENT, DEPENDING ON 
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UNIVERSITY AND DAY. 

5. COMMENT: MEDIA COVERAGE OF ABOVE EVENTS HAS BEEN NONEXISTENT. 

STORY OBTAINED PRIVATELY FROM GOI OFFICIALS, FACULTY MEMBERS, 

STUDENTS, OR ADMINISTRATORS INVOLVED. WHILE PUBLICLY STATED GOALS 
OF DISSENTERS RELATED TO FEES, FOOD, AND DORMITORY INADEQUACIES, 

SOME FACULTY MEMBERS WHO HAVE SIGNIFICANT STUDENT CONTACT FEEL 
ABSENCE OF APPARENT POLITICAL MOTIVATION WAS RESULT OF TACTICAL 
CHOICE OF RADICALS WHO HAVE POLITICAL GOALS BUT PREFER TO AVOID 
GIVING GOI EXCUSE TO BRING IN HEAVY SECURITY REINFORCEMENTS. 

AT LEAST SOME STUDENTS AGREE. BEHAVIOR OF POLICE THIS YEAR NOT 
AS EXTENSIVELY CRITICIZED BY FACULTY AS IN PAST, BUT AS ONE 
PROFESSOR SAID, "PERHAPS WE ARE JUST GETTING MORE ACCUSTOMED TO 
OUR ANNUAL DECEMBER INVASIONS." ALMOST ALL FACULTY MEMBERS AGREE 
ADMINISTRATION OF UNIVERSITIES CAN BE IMPROVED, BUT EXISTENCE OF 
MORE OR LESS PERMANENT RADICAL FACTIONS ON CAMPUS IN IRANIAN CONTEXT 
MEANS TRADITIONAL ANTI- WHATEVER FEELINGS WILL CONTINUE. IN THIS 
PERSPECTIVE, 16TH OF AZAR DEMONSTRATIONS AND REGULATED STUDENT STRIKES 

REPRESENT USEFUL AND PERHAPS NECESSARY SAFETY VALVE FOR TENSION AND 
FRUSTRATIONS CREATED BY EXTENSIVE DEMANDS ON STUDENTS IN RAPIDLY 
DEVELOPING SOCIETY. 
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